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4/15/94 


Hr. Stephen Itosenfeld, oped 
The Washington Post 

1150 15 st., mi 
Washington, DO 20071 

Dear Hr. Hosenfeld, 

This newest unnecessary tragedy in Iraq reminded me of the problem the military 
had getting World War II pilots to use IFP. 

I started to ./rite a letter ou it and then realised that it was going to be too 
long and might not bo considered appropriate for a letter to the editor. 

So, instead of throwing it away, perhaps some of you who were not arounf/ then 
might find it a little interesting or amusing or both. 

Henry* s easel was no more than 10 feet from Saarinen* s. 

His first big job after Ms OS.j Mtch v/as the ^ulles airport. 

When I was in that part of d&ZS QS3 we were then in the old Washingt on /Auditorium. 
It was between 19 and 20 above New York *Ve. 

In uuiiy ways it v/as a much different world then. 

Best wishes, 



AA arold Woisberg 
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Letters to the editor 
ThenWashington Post 
1150 15 St., NW 

Washington, DC 20071 The If in IFF 

The more things change the more they remain the seine -with IFF* 

When it was invented during World Warr II the neod came from the influence of the 
macho movn.es and novels on the youthful pilots of wliat was then known as ThebArmy Air 
Corpd. They all wanted to he the heroes of the dogfights -fei which they won by 
what was known as “flying by the. seat of the pants." 

Which are not for flying and flying by which cost us many pilots and planes. 

/ / 

When all other efforts to persuade the pilots to use and trutt the then new IFF, 
the problem was bounced to the branh of the OSS in wliich Ihserved. 

Much of its work wqs to make presentaons in various forms tliat were convincing or ' 
persuasive. 

Our branch was r o ughly divided roughtly into two shops, of artists and of writers, 
ny part . Many of us, if not most, were detailed from the military. We came from all walks 
of life. And of all of us who were enlisted men, I was the only one who had had basic 
training. 1 had been. in. a theater of war overseas. 

While I was in that branch there was but one military formation. When it was announ- 
ced it caused consteration. I was tlie only one who knew the formations and what the com- 
mands meant. 

Our entirely untrained, first sergeant, the Hollywood writer Pick Wilson, had me fall 
in directly in front of him so t could tell liim and the other men what each order meant I 

Of the others I remember the Hollywood writer Ian n unter^and. Robddt ^ogers. Rogers 

liad been an editor for whom I worked. Later he saved WQCJf, remaned it WGIIS , and thoh he 
headed tlie National Symohony. 

He was a sear sergeant and was one of those then ordered to take basic training. 

It happened tliat I then had an assignment nearby, part of my work to prepare the Ejiiisi 

OpY'd wv n 

classified study on The Secret History of tte OSS} as I remember the title. Although 

y "O.S.S 'y 

clssified it was ^before long a^ovie^starriiVj Jimmy Cagney^ ft .fore going there, with a 
civilian photographer and a chaufieur who was a first lieutenant *p- driving a buck private* — • 


who was the be© bons/f had Lou* a bakery on PermsylvAn Pennsylvania Avenue a few blocks 
want of tlr- Wiite House bake teflTa cake in which was embedded liacksavi blades. 

When the officer in cha’cje of tliat base near Quantico pulled rank on me and made 
my time there a futility I reported tint find v/ithim 48 hours he was on his way over- 
seas, I was made a corporal and put in civilian clothes. 

The OSS was that way. The worJc was to he done, regardless of rank, and no officer 
was to keep a private from his assigned t ask# 

The hero of IFF, the man who solved that problem at least to begin with, also was 
a private. JIo was Henry Koerner, an Austrian refugee and an artist# He was told to find 

a way to take the "'jjf" from ID'F in the pilots 1 minds and attitudes. 

Hnj@ry , who aftdr the war was a successf ul\rtists who among other tilings did a 

number of TI1IE covers, lmcu how to reach th$ seat of the pants# u r close to it, anyway. 

He pointed an overseas USO show. The United Service Organization provided entertainers 
for the tropps# Not all were ^ob Hopes# 


In Henry's painting, looking from backstage at all those wide-eyed GIs with ttadr 
tongues out, there v/as a naked woman dancing. Between her buttocks and her shelidcrs 
Henry supdrimposed the hollow letters, large, "IFF." 


He had a caption at the top heading "The equipment is good." 


His caption at the bottom was "Use It’*" 

Made into a poster that painted was placed above the urinals those pilots used# 

It did get their attention. The losses went down significantly and immediately# 

Too bad none of Henryk posters were above the urinals used by the pilots involved 


in the tragedy in Iraq April 14 when two of our helicopters were shot down by two ol our 


fighters, killing 25, of whom 15 were Americans# 


